


Skip to content

		
					
						
					
			
						
				
			Tel: +27 (0)11 339-2021 | info@saiia.org.za
		

				

				
				
					
							
					
						Twitter
											
				
							
					
						Facebook
											
				
							
					
						Youtube
											
				
							
					
						Instagram
											
				
							
					
						Linkedin
											
				
					

				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			
				
									News
	Interviews
	Video
	Publications
	Journal
	Events
	Programmes
	Youth
	Media
	Careers


															
											
							
																	

															

						

														

												
													News
	Interviews
	Video
	Publications
	Journal
	Events
	Programmes
	Youth
	Media
	Careers

							
							

						

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
									
			[image: ]


[image: ]
				
									

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			
				
									G20 & Global Governance
	Foresight
	Foreign Policy
	Economic Diplomacy
	Governance
	Natural Resources
	Climate Change
	All


															
											
							
																	

															

						

														

												
									
						

					

													G20 & Global Governance
	Foresight
	Foreign Policy
	Economic Diplomacy
	Governance
	Natural Resources
	Climate Change
	All

							
							

						

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
									
			[image: ]


[image: ]
				
									

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			
				
									Research
	News
	Interviews
	Events
	Multimedia
	Publications
	Journal
	Programmes
	Experts
	Youth
	About
	Careers
	Contact us


															
											
							
																	

															

						

														

												
									
						

					

													Research
	News
	Interviews
	Events
	Multimedia
	Publications
	Journal
	Programmes
	Experts
	Youth
	About
	Careers
	Contact us

							
							

						

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

					

		

					

		
				

				
					
						
					
			
						
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
						
													
										Occasional Papers					
								
	
													
										
				Energy and Just Transition, Natural Resources				
					
								


				

				

				
				
			Damned If You Dam: Tanzania’s Energy Dilemmas
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
										
										[image: Stiegler’s Gorge]


[image: Stiegler’s Gorge]
											Stiegler’s Gorge, Tanzania (Photo © Ross Harvey)
										
							

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
			A relatively small proportion of Tanzania’s rural population has access to electricity. Broad-based access to electricity is critical to inclusive, sustainable development.
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
			
Electrification entails significant positive benefits; its absence portends significant opportunity costs. This paper examines Tanzania’s energy options in light of the Sustainable Development Goals. It explores, in particular, the costs and benefits of the proposed hydroelectric dam at Stiegler’s Gorge on the Rufiji River, which is in the heart of the Selous World Heritage Site. The paper then assesses some options for decentralised renewable power generation and distribution. It concludes that investments in decentralised renewable technologies such as solar photovoltaic are more likely to serve Tanzania’s long-term development interests than investments in large hydropower. The benefits of investing in both centralised and microgrid alternatives to large hydro appear to be overwhelming. It would avoid the twin risks of damaging the Selous Reserve and negatively affecting downstream livelihoods.
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			The South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) is an independent public policy think tank advancing a well governed, peaceful, economically sustainable and globally engaged Africa.
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