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			Fisheries – and small-scale fisheries in particular – contribute significantly to economic and food security in Africa. Women play an important role along the fisheries value chain and in fishing communities. However, their contributions often go unrecognised and therefore unconsidered.
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
			
Women in small-scale fisheries also face specific challenges. They frequently encounter cultural proscriptions against taking on certain types of work and may lack control over their labour and incomes. Their work is often undervalued, and they commonly receive less pay for the same work. Family responsibilities may prevent them from taking full advantage of opportunities in the sector, and they tend to have limited decision-making power in fisheries governance institutions, communities and even their own households.




This policy briefing details some of these challenges and outlines options for addressing them. It also identifies a number of opportunities for enhancing women’s participation in the small-scale fisheries sector, including post-harvest activities (processing and marketing) and aquaculture.

		

				

				
				
			The views expressed in this publication/article are those of the author/s and do not necessarily reflect the views of the South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA).
		

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			5 Jun 2018
		

				

				
				
					
  
  Download


  Research by

  





	
	





	
	
	
      Mari-Lise du Preez

	
	
	
	


	

















  
    Series

    SAIIA Policy Briefing No 173, May 2018
  







  
  
  SAIIA Programme

  Climate and Natural Resources
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
   
  Theme

  Blue Economy, Development, Natural Resources
  
  
  
  Tags

  Employment, Fisheries, Gender
  

				

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
					
								
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

						

				

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
			Related Research
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
			




	

	
	
		
		
			
  
  
  [image: Building Macroeconomic Resilience Through Counter-Cyclical Policy in Sub-Saharan Africa]


[image: Building Macroeconomic Resilience Through Counter-Cyclical Policy in Sub-Saharan Africa]


Building Macroeconomic Resilience Through Counter-Cyclical Policy in Sub-Saharan Africa




		
		
			
  
  
  [image: ]


[image: ]


Uganda: The Future of Work for Youth
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Enhancing Macroeconomic Resilience: A Comparative Analysis of Nigeria and Ghana
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Assessing the Macroeconomic Resilience of Uganda and Rwanda
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Malawi: Youth-Centric Policies for Future Prosperity
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			The South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) is an independent public policy think tank advancing a well governed, peaceful, economically sustainable and globally engaged Africa.
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